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SPRING / SUMMER 2020 

Chair's Welcome: As the world is in the grip of 
Covid-19, I hope you are safe and in good 
health.  In newsletter 2, we will share with you 
our response to the global pandemic, led by the 
UPSIGN core team. I will also share information 
about UPSIGN's biggest undertaking, the Global 
Development Workshops (held March 2020) in, 
which over 140 academics met in 
Islamabad.  During the latter, we were honoured 
with meeting Prime Minister Imran Khan and a 
dinner at President's House.  We also made 
strong connections with both the UK and 
Pakistani High Commissions, British Council, 
Pakistan Higher Education Commission (HEC) 
and others. Finally, I will share information about 
UPSIGN's mission. 

UPSIGN is an inclusive, voluntary group that operates on a secular and non-
political basis. We consist of students and educators who are interested to uplift 
Pakistanis. To see a SHORT VIDEO about our work (in English and in Urdu), 
Click here. 

Prof Jawwad A. Darr [UPSIGN Chair] 

Spotlight on... 

UPSIGN Newsletter 2 

Dr Parveen Ali 
In these unprecedented times Dr Parveen 
Ali, UPSIGN's Healthcare co-lead has 
been at the forefront of UPSIGN's 
response to tackling the global pandemic 
and issues around healthcare education 
for many South Asian Britains. Through 
her passion for teaching, she's also looking 
at ways to improve training for medical 
practitioners.  To learn more, Click here.  

https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/spotlight-on-parveen-and-covid
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I8GZO8nmIa8&t=89s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yHQJQWo5itQ&t=132s
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/spotlight-on-parveen-and-covid
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/spotlight-on-parveen-and-covid
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In response to the global pandemic, UPSIGN’s volunteers have been 
working in various capacities (see below) as well as setting up of a 

new WhatsApp Covid-19 group to bring together healthcare experts. 
 

 

Newsletter Highlights... 
 

 

 

March: Meeting with the PM of 
Pakistan, Imran Khan  
Members of the UPSIGN team 
alongside UKRI’s Professor Nicola 
Lowe, were given a private invitation 
to meet with PM Imran Khan who 
gave his support to the 
Workshops.  Click here to read 
more.  Click here to see the video. 
  

 
 

 

March: Workshop Dinner at the 
President’s House, Islamabad  
All the participants from the Global 
Development Workshops and VIPs, 
were hosted at the President’s 
House for a dinner. President Arif 
Alvi addressed the participants, 
highlighting the importance of 
scientific research in enabling 
Pakistan to improve. To find out 
more, Click here.  To see a video of 
the President’s speech, Click here.  
 

 

 

 

SHORT VIDEO: Minister’s Speech 
at UPSIGN Workshops 

UPSIGN was honoured to host Ms 
Zartaj Gul (Minister for Climate 
Change) who spoke at one of our 
March Workshops (Urdu/English 
subtitles). Click here 

 

 
 

https://chat.whatsapp.com/GcIhPNFikU61TVWOepyaoK
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/copy-2-of-new-ws2020-page-1
https://youtu.be/Xdwuv_W9yNY
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/copy-2-of-new-ws2020-page-1
https://youtu.be/gki3ss0PahU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FjwnCAXq-hM
https://youtu.be/Xdwuv_W9yNY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gki3ss0PahU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FjwnCAXq-hM
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Global Development Workshops March 2020 
 

 

 

Global Development Workshops 
Islamabad 
In March, we held our first ever 
Global development Workshops 
series in collaboration with UKRI in 
Islamabad, Pakistan. There were 
three workshops on Agri/Nutrition, 
Healthcare and Energy/Water.   See 
below and Click here to read more. 
     

 

 

Workshop 2; 
Affordable Healthcare   
This workshop (held 
on 10th and 11th March 2020) was 
an opportunity for academics, 
healthcare professionals and policy 
makers to come together and 
explore innovative 
healthcare solutions for Pakistan and 
the region. Click here to read more.  

  
 

 

 

Workshop 3; Clean 
& Affordable Energy/Clean Water  
The workshop was held on 11th and 
12th March 2020. Topics 
included energy policy challenges, 
energy storage, distributed 
generation systems, availability of 
the raw materials and sustainability 
challenges key water challenges, 
public policy effects on clean 
water, water conservation and 
management.   Click here to read 
more 

 

 

 

https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/copy-of-hidden-pak-event-global-ws2
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/ws2-summary
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/ws3-summary
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/ws2-summary
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/copy-of-hidden-pak-event-global-ws2
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/ws3-summary
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SHORT VIDEO: 
Interviews about the 2020 Global 
Development workshops (Urdu 
with English subtitles): Click here 

 
 
  

  

 

 

SHORT VIDEO: 
Professor Nicola Lowe (from UKRI) 
speaks about the 2020 Global 
Development Workshops. 
Click here to see the video. 

 

 

Selected UPSIGN Webinars and Updates 
 

 
FULL VIDEO: Healthcare Group 
Webinar: Covid-19 and Nursing 
Education.  The webinar 
explored COVID 19 induced 
challenges affecting Nursing and 
Midwifery Education and their 
implications during and after 
pandemic. Click here to see video. 

 

 

Update: Education & Capacity Building Team  
 

 

Covid-19 has had a dramatic effect on education and the pandemic has 
impacted BAME communities disproportionately. It has also accelerated the 
need to develop innovative and flexible learning approaches for delivering 
education. Click on the links below to find out more. 

 

 

WEBINAR:  The Untold Story; 
Impact of Covid-19 on BAME 
Students.  For the webpage about 
the webinar, Click here.  To 
download the article "what are the 
lessons learnt?, Click here. 

 

SHORT VIDEOS RELATED TO THE RECENT WORKSHOPS 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yHQJQWo5itQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5uBrmg3-bZc&t=8s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SMbm_P-z_TM&t=2394s
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/copy-of-our-people
https://mcusercontent.com/728bdfef82a53fe59b3740fd5/files/c2f27184-d035-43b2-84b3-eeccb4ee2b45/Education_update_article_for_UPSIGN_Madiha_Sajid.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5uBrmg3-bZc&t=8s
https://youtu.be/De0gcya5SYM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SMbm_P-z_TM&t=2394s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yHQJQWo5itQ
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UPSIGN Events (Social/Networking/Press) 
 

 

 

 

EVENT: Pakistan Launch of the 
Global Development Workshops 
The Minster of Science and 
Technology; Fawad Chaudhry 
officially launched the workshops at 
a press conference. He welcomed 
UPSIGN’s efforts in encouraging the 
Pakistani Diaspora overseas to work 
in Pakistan and help to realise its 
potential.  Click here to read more. 
Click here for video from the Launch 

 

 

 

EVENT: Dinner at the Higher 
Education Commission Pakistan 
A dinner was hosted at the higher 
Education Commission (HEC) for the 
workshop participants on the 9th 
March.  Dr  Banuri (HEC chair), 
emphasised the power of the 
UNSDGs in the fight to eradicate 
poverty. To find out more, Click here. 

 

 

 

EVENT: Dinner hosted by the 
British Council, Pakistan 
British Council Director for Pakistan 
Amir Ramzan spoke in appreciation 
of the work of both UPSIGN and 
UKRI in light of the workshops. To 
find out more Click here. 

EVENT: UK launch of the Global 
Development Workshops 
On the 17th February UPSIGN and 
partners, held the formal UK launch of 
the Global Development 
Workshops (Islamabad) at the Pakistan 
High Commission, hosted by His 
Excellency, Muhammad Nafees Zakaria. 
Click here to read more. 

https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/copy-2-of-new-ws2020-page
https://youtu.be/8Jssis35nJU
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/copy-2-of-new-ws2020-page-2
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/copy-2-of-new-ws2020-page-2
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/copy-2-of-new-ws2020-page-2
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/copy-2-of-new-ws2020-page-2
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/phc-launch-2020
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/copy-2-of-new-ws2020-page
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/copy-2-of-new-ws2020-page-2
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/copy-2-of-new-ws2020-page-2
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/copy-of-hidden-pak-event-global-ws2
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/copy-of-hidden-pak-event-global-ws2
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/phc-launch-2020
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Click here to see past UPSIGN events and workshops 

UPSIGN's Recent Articles / Publications 

ARTICLE: UPSIGN Article on the 
Covid BAME Blame Game.  
The UPSIGN Network, has come 
together to counter the negative 
narrative in the recent Telegraph 
article (published Friday 26th June 
2020), entitled “Exclusive: Half of 
UK’s imported Covid-19 infections 
are from Pakistan”. Click here to 
read our reply.  Click here to read 
the original article in the Telegraph. 

Get Involved and Make a Difference 

We have a number of varied 
opportunities for students 
and professionals to get involved in. 
If you are interested in volunteering 
to support UPSIGN, please contact 
our coordinator Farzana 
at: farzana.hussain@ucl.ac.uk 

The UPSIGN Education and capacity 
building group is interested to 
address the causes of low average 
attainment in school age British 
Pakistanis.  We are seeking your 
help and we will be setting up 
interactive opportunities to bring 
together experts or those who are 
interested to get involved.  If you 
want to join this focus group, please 
contact our coordinator; Farzana at 
farzana.hussain@ucl.ac.uk 

https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/media
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/media
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/british-pakistani-academics-ask-media-stop-covid-19-bame-darr/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/06/26/exclusive-half-uks-imported-june-covid-19-infections-pakistan/
mailto:farzana.hussain@ucl.ac.uk
mailto:farzana.hussain@ucl.ac.uk
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/british-pakistani-academics-ask-media-stop-covid-19-bame-darr/
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/volunteering
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/volunteering
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Did You Know About... 
 

 

 

UPSIGN uses the UN Sustainable Development Goals (UNSDGs) as the 
blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable future for all. The UNSDGs 
address the global challenges we face, including those related to poverty, 
inequality, climate change, environmental degradation, peace and justice. 
The 17 UNSDGs are all interconnected, and in order to leave no one 
behind. Click here to learn more about the UNSDGs. 

 

The Global Challenges Research Fund (GCRF)  
GCRF is a £1.5 billion fund that was by the British Government in 2015. Its 
purpose is to support key, innovative research that tackles the challenges in the 
developing world. The main aim of the fund is to facilitate global equitable 
access to sustainable development. Click Here to go to the webpage for GCRF. 

 

 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
https://www.ukri.org/research/global-challenges-research-fund/
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Individual Donors: Support us to lead and create a more sustainable and 
flourishing future for Pakistanis and its diaspora.  The funds will 100% be used to 
pay for UK based events, seminars and debates that are used to educate the 
diaspora or to support mentoring programmes (all our active members are 
volunteers). Click here if you wish to donate towards UPSIGN's work 
and help support our cause. 

Corporate Donors: UPSIGN is always interested to hear from corporate donors 
who wish to work with us to develop initiatives (Click here).  Please get in contact 
with us via farzana.hussain@ucl.ac.uk.  Current organisations who have supported 
or funded us to date can be found on the following link here. 

Support UPSIGN 

Keep in Touch 

For all the latest updates on UPSIGN's progress, opportunities and updates 
regarding the Pakistani diaspora, please follow our social media by clicking the 
icons below.  If you want to get involved in our subject specific discussions, join 
our WhatsApp groups, Click here. 

If you wish to write short articles about related topics for future newsletters, 
please get in contact and join our UPSIGN communications team 
[farzana.hussain@ucl.ac.uk]. 

SIGN UP TO UPSIGN!

please share this newsletter using the following hyperlink, which will allow others to download the pdf file
https://bd38731f-5461-49f0-8949-e8b0aebf5d56.filesusr.com/ugd/3b9c46_85c917efa1f1461ab9ff9f53c5dda2e2.pdf

https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/donate-2
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/sponsor-us
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/our-partners
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/whatsapp-groups
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite/whatsapp-groups
mailto:farzana.hussain@ucl.ac.uk
https://esurv.org/online-survey.php?surveyID=MLEDGG_13de8dbb
https://www.facebook.com/upsign.ucl.3?hc_ref=ARQj8MDJ6amDvejgXMwKDKPcveyHo_lu2jTwqNsIZCORJIEMK3P4ADkrg1FhGz1eYvg
https://twitter.com/UPSIGN_Network
https://jadarr9.wixsite.com/mysite
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBXYPhhUSsWTcIwC-CKvR1Q/videos
mailto:farzana.hussain@ucl.ac.uk
https://www.linkedin.com/company/37207970/admin/



